
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 
 

Species are prominent in almost all aspect of our lives. They have an integral role in the complex 

web of ecological interactions underpinning life on earth and provide us with essential services – 

such as nutrient cycling, pest control, carbon capture and climate change mitigation – and vital 

resources for sustenance, materials and medicines. Evidence also tells us that people are 

healthier – both physically and mentally – when they spend time in nature and encountering 

wildlife has been recorded as the most meaningful interaction when doing so[i]. 

Despite being so integral to life in many ways, the UK’s native wild species have been reducing in 

numbers for decades and are still declining. These rates of loss give us a deeply concerning 

picture: the State of Nature report (2023) showed that one in six species are at risk of national 

extinction and over half of our biodiversity has been lost through the negative impacts of human 

related activities. Sadly, the severity of these ongoing declines makes the UK one of the world’s 

most nature-depleted countries. 

The evidence is indisputable; we are experiencing extinction rates unprecedented in human 

history; and rarely seen in the entirety of biological history. Species around us are disappearing at 

an accelerating rate[ii]. Transformational change is required at scale and pace across the UK, to 

slow down, reverse and crucially improve the state of nature around us. 
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Urgent action needed for species 

The UK government has expressed intent to move in a positive direction with its commitment to 

meeting ambitious national and global targets to reverse the decline of species. A clear plan is 

now urgently needed which details how the species ambitions of Goal A of the Kunming-Montreal 

Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) will be translated into action, specifically Target 4 of which 

calls for “…urgent management actions to halt human  induced  extinction  of  known  threatened 

species and for the recovery and conservation of species, in particular threatened  species…”.  This 

target requires each country to identify those species in need of urgent management 

interventions, and the swift implementation of these measures. 

The nature conservation community has decades of experience in delivering positive outcomes 

for species where it has been in a position to do so, and is keen to work with Government to meet 

these commitments, which we feel can be achieved through prioritising the following: 

 

 

Tailor policies to work 

for species 

Ensure long-term, 

adequate investment 

in species to meet its 

agreed national and 

global targets 

Work at scale and in 

much larger joined up 

ways 

 

 

Species recovery can take decades of patient nurturing and concentrated endeavour, so we must 

ensure that the planning, budgeting and implementation of action results in lasting increases in 

both abundance and diversity of species, and that this endeavour is appropriately accounted for 

in terms of timescale and budgets. Recent reports identify that 50% of the global economy is 

entirely or heavily dependent on nature and is not costed. Committing to species recovery is not 

only the right thing to do, but also economically the right thing to do. 
 

Our calls: 

1. Tailor policies to work for species 

In recent years, there has been a reliance on habitat- or ecosystem-based conservation 

approaches, based on the assumption that if we take care of habitats effective species 

conservation will be delivered automatically. These approaches are critical for nature recovery 

and must continue, but with species continuing to decline their needs must be met in 

combination with those of habitats and ecosystems using targeted interventions (see examples 

below). 



 
 

 
 

Seabirds: we must restore marine 

habitats, but without targeted measures 

to remove invasive non-native predators 

from specific breeding islands, many 

seabird species – among our most 

threatened species – will be unable to 

recover. This was evidenced on Lundy 

Island where, by 2000, the puffin 

population had undergone such a severe 

decline only 13 individuals remained. An 

eradication programme cleared the 

island of rats by 2006 and in 2023 

numbers of puffins had leapt to 1,335 

birds, highlighting the critical need for 

swift targeted action. 

  
 

 

Scotland’s ancient Caledonian 

pinewoods are so severely fragmented 

their survival sits on a knife-edge. The 

Twinflower – one of Scotland’s most 

beautiful wildflowers and a species 

characteristic of these woods – is also 

under serious threat and remains only in 

tiny, fragmented patches which are too 

far for pollinators to move between. 

Without targeted intervention the 

Twinflower will face extinction, so 

translocations – which move plants 

between sites – are being carried out to 

bring them together to be cross- 

pollinated, produce seed, and start to 

spread naturally again. 

 

Bolam et al. (2022)[iii] showed that more than a third of species globally would require targeted 

recovery measures to improve their conservation status. Their research emphasises the need 

some species have for urgent management actions but for which mitigating threats alone will not 

guarantee recovery – particularly species with small populations sizes or small ranges. Achieving 

Target 4 will require these actions and their urgent implementation at appropriate spatial scale. 

With this knowledge of what is needed for species recovery, we encourage Government to 

ensure that current legislative and policy frameworks positively benefit the greatest 

possible number of species. Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) has the potential to be a forward- 

thinking piece of legislation, particularly with its focus on a 30-year timeframe and where BNG 

units can be delivered at scale in one location. Using plant habitats as a proxy means that the 

metric captures plant diversity quite well, however, there is no evidence it will translate into gains 

for other taxa[iv]. Specific species needs within an ecosystem also need to be part of the 

framework, as does holding to the Lawton principles of bigger, better and better connected[v]. 



We want to see existing and emerging land management strategies succeed, including for 

activities where biodiversity is a primary objective In particular concerning protected species and 

protected areas, the recovery of all relevant species should be an essential measure of that 

success. This is in keeping with the principle that “…there is no surrogate metric that can reliably 

assess conservation success or failure without knowing what is  happening  to  populations  of 

plants and animals in the landscape.” 
 

2. Ensure long-term, adequate investment in species to meet its agreed national 
and global targets 

Current spending is clearly failing to reverse the declines in species. There needs to be an end to 

the common practice of Governments paying people more to exploit nature than to protect it, as 

pointed out in The Dasgupta Review (2021)[vi]. 

Realising the highly ambitious targets of the GBF will require substantially scaled-up 

funding and a commitment to support the suite of conservation actions necessary for 

species recovery. Multi-species national recovery programmes have shown to be highly 

successful model for delivering cost-effective action for species, whilst also inspiring people to 

connect with and care for their local wildlife. Back from the Brink (BftB) a collaborative 

programme (2017-2021) received £6.8M of funding and led to improvements of the conservation 

status of an impressive 96 species. Time dedicated to seven projects across England by almost 

4,000 volunteers equated to an additional £934,118, a phenomenal achievement which 

demonstrated how capacity can be boosted through local effort and support. 

Through the BNG legislation, Natural England has already identified that nature recovery needs to 

be considered in a decadal time frame. More innovative funding mechanisms are needed to 

spread the dependency of nature conservation on public funding, and the support of 

philanthropic and private bodies, across many sectors of society and include financing from the 

private sector. Businesses across the country need to be incentivised to invest in species 

recovery programmes because conservation actions need to be seen as investments rather than 

payments[vii] yielding positive impacts for healthier lives. Mandating the requirements of The 

Taskforce on Nature-related Financial Disclosures (TNFD) might be part of the solution. 

Measures will also be needed to ensure that philanthropy and business funding do not involve 

perverse outcomes, where funding for species derives from sources engaged in environmentally 

damaging activities. These measures should be included in the fully joined-up system of policy- 

making we are advocating. 
 



3. Work at scale and in much larger joined up and coherent way 

The scale of the biodiversity crises the UK is facing requires increased efficiency and 

effectiveness from more collaborative approaches creating, for example, partnerships between 

the Government and organisations united around a common purpose to save UK’s native species. 

A big step forward in increasing the effectiveness of these approaches would be for the policies 

and initiatives that touch on species to be more clearly defined, and to work in harmony with each 

other. This would enable a more coherent and efficient way of working because policies designed 

to work together would be easier to implement. 

Consistent, coordinated policy and mechanisms, with opportunities for evaluating and reviewing 

these, makes good economic sense and protects the credibility of the UK’s commitment to 

nature recovery. This is even more important as government looks increasingly to blend the 

regulation of activities affecting species with proactive species recovery, as is envisaged for 

example with Local Nature Recovery Strategies in England. 
 

In summary 

Rethink Nature (a partnership of a group of five leading species conservation organisations) has 

demonstrated that with governmental and associated funding we can make fundamental 

improvements in species recovery at pace, across multi-taxa and at various locations 

simultaneously. The success of BftB is now being emulated in Wales and Scotland. A huge amount 

was learnt by many, yet we have struggled to maintain the hard-won success due to lack of 

ongoing funds. An opportunity exists, right now, to pick up similar programmes to BftB, with 

enough time this decade to make a huge contribution to the UK’s commitments. The combined 

experience and expertise available to the sector is enough to give confidence that success is 

achievable in many cases, given enough resources and a supportive public policy framework. 

It is well established that loss of nature and species has far-reaching consequences for our health 

and wellbeing as well as for the economy and food systems our existence relies upon. The State of 

Nature report (2023) emphasises that “We have never had a better understanding of the State of 

Nature and what is needed to fix it”. It is crucially important that the fixing happens now. 

We can do this through collective determination, to apply the knowledge and join up science, 

policy and decision-making, connecting all relevant sections of society from national to local 

levels (government, statutory agencies, academia, e-NGOs, farmers, landowners / managers, 

public and private sectors). Evidence shows that “conservation interventions are working but 

there are simply not enough conservation actions implemented or in the right places”.vi 



Species connect people to their natural environment; they capture people’s delight and 

fascination, and people care about their existence in the places they live and visit. This is leading 

to a growing number of people wanting to see much more action taken to conserve and protect 

our natural world: social media conversations about the loss of animal and plant species have 

increased in the UK, with the number of Google searches about nature loss and biodiversity 

increasing by 30% from 2016 to 2020[viii]. And, in June 2024, over 60,000 people from across 

the UK joined the ‘Restore Nature Now’ march to Parliament calling for stronger political action to 

tackle the nature and climate crises. 

Yet, we continue to watch our species disappear despite there being a good record of science- 

based interventions helping to save species, and evidence showing that losses would be 

significantly worse without them[ix]. With sufficient resources deployed appropriately, extinctions 

can be avoided, and species’ populations can be recovered. We know what needs to be done 

based on insightful government funding in the past. Let’s do it again now, with more ambition, 

more inclusivity, longer term and better funded. The curve will turn and species across the UK will 

benefit along with communities, farmers, businesses and broader society. 
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