
 

Principles for UK Species Recovery  
 

We rely on nature for almost all aspect of our lives – from pollinating our crops, providing food, fuel 
and medicines, to capturing carbon and cycling nutrients. Species have an integral role in the 
complex web of ecological interactions underpinning life on earth and a growing body of evidence 
shows that we are healthier – both physically and mentally – when we spend time in nature. Beyond 
these benefits, there is a compelling moral argument: species have an inherent right to thrive, 
regardless of their utility to humans. 

Rethink Nature is a partnership of five leading species conservation organisations - Amphibian and 
Reptile Conservation Trust, Bat Conservation Trust, Buglife, Bumblebee Conservation Trust and 
Plantlife. The partnership is united by the belief that species matter and that improving the 
conservation status of species is a vital measure of success in nature recovery measures. Rethink 
Nature also emphasises that species recovery must go hand-in-hand with the restoration of 
landscapes, habitats, and ecosystems. This means integrating the needs of species into delivery 
mechanisms and deploying targeted interventions when required to meet the specific needs of 
individual species. 

The reasons behind species declines can be many and varied, and each species will require differing 
support from an established conservation toolkit. These include, for example, direct interventions, 
species protection, policy, site management, site protection, landscape restoration, reintroductions, 
and conservation management advice.  Often, multiple tools must be used in combination to support 
the recovery of threatened species. Access to the full breadth of this toolkit is essential if we are to 
reverse declines and secure long-term recovery. 

The knowledge, expertise and evidence that each partner within Rethink Nature has accumulated 
over decades, and particularly the success the partnership has achieved through delivering national 
collaborative programmes working across a range of species (Back from the Brink, Natur am Byth, 
and Species on the Edge), has been translated into a set of “principles for species recovery”. Rethink 
Nature believes that these principles are the foundation for driving successful recovery action, and 
that with sufficient resources and capacity to support those actions, and a much more coordinated 
approach, extinctions can be avoided, and species’ populations will recover, become resilient, and 
be able to thrive into the future. 



 

 

Principles 
 

Prioritise conservation action using a science-led, transparent process  

Use robust scientific methods to identify species most in need of recovery action. Ensure the prioritisation 
process is transparent, well-documented, and reproducible. 

 

Define recovery and success from the outset 

Agree on a definition of species recovery and what constitutes success from the outset of agreed 
conservation activities. Approaches should be outcome-focused, quantitative, timebound and consistent. 

 

Integrate monitoring, evaluation and reporting 

Establish an agreed approach to monitoring, evaluation and reporting, with data and science forming an 
integral part of the project or programme. 

 

Plan realistically with appropriate resources 

Planning, budgeting and implementation of recovery actions must be appropriately accounted for in terms of 
timescale and budgets. 

 

Embed species recovery in policy and legislation  

Embed species recovery in legislation, appropriate delivery mechanisms and policy frameworks, including 
better integration with habitats and ecosystems-focused work, to positively benefit the greatest possible 
number of species. 

 

Make species recovery a core measure of nature restoration success 

For activities where nature restoration is a primary objective, the recovery of all relevant species should be 
an essential measure of success. 

 

Engage stakeholders through inclusive and tailored approaches 

Identify and involve relevant stakeholders and interest groups and plan and tailor engagement to each 
audience, incorporating co-design where appropriate. 

 

Apply the full species conservation toolkit strategically 

Use a species conservation toolkit to find the right delivery mechanism, appreciating that this will vary 
between species, and sometimes between geographical areas, for the same species. 

 

Foster collaborative partnerships 

Seek collaborative approaches creating, for example, partnerships between governments and organisations 
united around a common purpose to restore thriving populations of the UK’s native species. 



 

Build public awareness and ownership 

Promote greater awareness and ownership of the need for species recovery amongst all sectors of society 
including decision-makers, landowners and the public. 

 

 

Species recovery can and must happen alongside habitat restoration using targeted interventions. 
With sufficient resources and co-ordinated action, extinctions can be prevented and populations 
restored. 

Our principles emphasise evidence-based approaches, long-term planning, collaboration, and 
making species recovery a measurable priority rather than assuming habitat conservation alone will 
save species. 

 

Join us to ensure that species are at the heart of nature recovery. 
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