RETHINK
NATURE

17" August 2026

Dear Prime Minister,

On behalf of Rethink Nature, we would like to congratulate you on your appointment as Prime Minister and
wish you every success as you lead the country through the challenges and opportunities ahead.

We are writing to call on you and your government to champion species recovery, ensure that nature is
embedded across policymaking, and help develop the long-term solutions needed to restore the
abundance and diversity of wildlife across the United Kingdom and beyond.

Rethink Nature is a coalition of five conservation charities (Amphibian and Reptile Conservation, Bat
Conservation Trust, Buglife, Bumblebee Conservation Trust and Plantlife) working together to secure
ambitious action for species recovery across the UK. We are united by a shared belief that halting and
reversing species decline is fundamental to a thriving economy, healthy communities and a resilient future.

The Environment Act 2021 and the Labour Government's Environmental Improvement Plan 2025 sets out
legally binding targets for species recovery and a series of actions to be taken across Government to
achieve these targets respectively. This is not a niche environmental concern to be consigned to Defra and
its arms-length bodies. Recovering species at scale can deliver benefits across society while helping to
restore people's connection with the natural world. A healthy natural environment is fundamental if we are
to build a more preventative state. Access to nearby parks, woodlands, rivers and other natural spaces is
increasingly recognised as a public health issue, with evidence showing that regular time spent in nature
improves both physical health and mental wellbeing. Nature underpins every aspect of our health,
wellbeing, food, resilience and prosperity. For example, bumblebees and other insects contribute
approximately £690 million to the economy every year through pollination services, helping to keep our
most nutritious, home-grown fruits and vegetables affordable.

The UK Government is also committed to achieving the 23 Targets of the Global Biodiversity Framework by
2030. This October, the 17t Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity will meet in
Armenia to review progress, which we urge you to attend. This provides an excellent opportunity to
demonstrate your level of ambition to drive forward ambitious action for nature recovery, both at home and
on the global stage.

Despite commitments to protect nature and welcome initiatives such as the Species Recovery Programme,
many of the UK's native species continue to decline. Efforts to recover them have too often been
fragmented, underfunded and treated as secondary to other priorities. As a result, species have not been
consistently recognised as a core measure of environmental success, despite their central role in healthy
ecosystems. Worse, species have been characterised as a blocker to progress and vital protections in the
planning system have been weakened. This is based on a false premise; nature and sustainable
development can and must go hand-in-hand. With a rapidly changing climate, evidenced by this summer's
relentless heatwaves, our future is more reliant than ever on healthy, functioning ecosystems. As the UK


https://uk.chm-cbd.net/NBSAP

Government's recent National Security Assessment makes clear, global biodiversity loss and ecosystem
collapse pose growing risks to food security, economic stability and geopolitical security, making nature
recovery an urgent national priority.

We believe your government has a unique opportunity to change this trajectory. With strong leadership,
clear policy commitments and sustained investment, the UK can become a global leader in species
recovery and demonstrate that nature recovery is integral to national renewal. We look forward to working
with you to achieve this.

Yours sincerely,

Tony Gent, CEO at Amphibian and Reptile Conservation

Kit Stoner, CEO at Bat Conservation Trust

Craig Macadam, Co-Leader and Director of Conservation at Buglife
Andrew Impey, CEO at Bumblebee Conservation Trust

Nicola Hutchinson, CEO at Plantlife
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/696e0eae719d837d69afc7de/National_security_assessment_-_global_biodiversity_loss__ecosystem_collapse_and_national_security.pdf

